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This past summer ushered in a number of  administrative changes at the School 
of  Business Administration.  On July 1 our Schoolõs long-time Director, Dr. 
Mukund Kulkarni, assumed his new post as Interim Senior Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs for the College.  We are grateful to him for his many years of  
distinguished service as Director of  our School and wish him well in his new posi-
tion.  As a result of  Dr. Kulkarniõs move to the Chancellorõs ofþ ce, this summer 
I assumed the role of  Director of  the School on an acting basis.  After having 
served as Director of  Undergraduate Studies for the past six years, I am excited 
about serving the School and College in my new role.

In addition, Dr. Terence Brown expressed his desire to return to teaching and research full-time and stepped down 
as Director of  the MBA Program at the end of  the summer.   I thank Dr. Brown for his admirable service and 
welcome Dr. Richard Young as our new MBA Director.  Additionally, Dr. John Trussel has agreed to serve as 
the new Director of  Undergraduate Studies.  I genuinely appreciate their service to the School and congratulate 
them on their new responsibilities.

Alumni, parents, and students will soon notice a dramatic change to our catalog of  business courses.  This fall 
our faculty have been actively engaged in a University-wide initiative to reorganize the undergraduate business 
courses offered across Penn Stateõs 19 campuses.  Over time, the rise in location-speciþ c courses has resulted in 
many overlapping and redundant courses.  In some cases, courses taken in one business program did not always 
easily transfer to business programs at other campus locations.  This has led to a number of  challenges for students 
who may take business courses at several Penn State campuses during their academic careers and/or when they 
transfer from one campus location to another to complete their baccalaureate degrees.

These varied offerings are being consolidated into a set of  common business courses that would be shared and 
offered by each of  the business programs throughout the University.  In keeping with our continuous emphasis on 
being a student-centered institution, this sweeping change will increase the number of  business courses available to 
students and allow for seamless transitions and transfers between campuses.

Clearly this is a time of  change for our School and our programs.  The coming academic year holds much promise, 
and Iõm looking forward to working closely with our new administrative team and our entire faculty and staff.

Thank you for your continued support.

Stephen P. Schappe, Ph.D.

Message from the Director 
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This is my þ rst semester as the 
Director of  Undergraduate Studies for 
the School 
of  Business 
Administration. 
I appreciate 
the encourage-
ment that I have 
received from 
my colleagues 
since starting in 
this position. I 
have been with 
Penn State Har-
risburg for eight 
and a half  years 
now, and I cannot believe how quickly those 
years have passed. 

We continuously strive to improve our 
programs. For example, we are in the pro-
cess of  revising many of  our undergraduate 
programs, including Management and 
Finance. In Accounting, we are preparing 
for the likely passage of  a new state law, 
which will require 150 semester credit hours 
to become a Certiþ ed Public Accountant. 
Our MBA and MSIS programs are well-suit-
ed to meet the needs of  this requirement.

The School of  Business Administra-
tion at Penn State Harrisburg is a partner 
institution with the Faculty of  Business 
Administration, Economics, and Social 
Sciences at the University of  Erlangen-
Nuremberg. Under this partnership, we 
offer a study abroad program during the 
summer. Undergraduate business students 
can receive 12 credits for this experience, 
which includes coursework and an intern-
ship. The Program of  Applied International 
Business Studies is held annually at the cam-
pus in Nuremberg, Germany. The program 
runs from mid-May through mid-July and is 
open to students from all over the world.

I would like to thank everyone for 
making me feel so welcome in my new 
position, and I look forward to working 
with you. Please keep in touch.

John M. Trussel, Ph.D., CPA
Director of  Undergraduate Studies

In late summer Dr. Richard Young 
replaced Dr. Terence Brown as director of  the 
MBA program.  In his words, òOur MBA pro-
gram is the ÿ agship of  the School of  Business 
Administration and the premier offering of  its 
kind in central Pennsylvania.ó

As a matter of  background, Rich joined 
the School two and a half  years ago after serving 
at Penn State Berks-Lehigh Valley College as both business programs coordina-
tor and later as division head for engineering, business, and computing.  Heõs an 
associate professor of  supply chain management who has spent nearly 20 years 
in industry, most notably in the pharmaceuticals and chemicals industry with 
the U.S. subsidiaries of  Hoechst AG of  Germany where his last position was as 
the Director of  International Distribution.

òRich,ó as he prefers to be called, has been an active researcher with an 
extensive list of  publications and presentations.  He has headed a 15-year-old 
benchmarking activity for Penn Stateõs Center for Supply Chain Management in 
the area of  import logistics, and has a lengthy list of  accolades.  These include 
having both researched and taught executive programs for the U.S. Marine 
Corps, being named a participant of  the 2002 Fulbright German Research 
Seminar in Berlin, having been honored as a Fellow of  the Chartered Institute 
of  Transport of  the United Kingdom, and being accepted to practice before 
the U.S. Federal Maritime Commission.

As for the MBA program, Rich sees opportunities in expanding the 
Lancaster Center enrollment as well as those certiþ cate programs such as the 
supply chain management offering at Letterkenny Army Depot near Cham-
bersburg.  òGraduate business education goes far beyond degree programs,ó 
Rich explained.  òOn the one hand we can provide individual courses to key 
industries within the region, but ultimately we demonstrate the key asset that 
Penn State Harrisburg represents in central Pennsylvania.ó

òAs for the future,ó Rich continued, òThe MBA program is one of  the few 
AACSB-accredited programs in the region.  While weõre up for reaccreditation 
in 2007, I remain conþ dent that the quality of  our faculty, both in terms of  
their teaching abilities as well as their research expertise, will be seen as a key 
differentiator for what our program represents.  Our faculty is not only a great 
collection of  teachers, but most understand business from their past business 
experience ð they not only can talk about their respective business functions, 
they can talk about it from practical experience.  Thatõs one thing that others 
only hope to match.ó

In conclusion, Rich admits, òIõm excited for having been asked to become 
the director of  the program.  I look to take an already well-developed and 
strong program and move it forward to even greater recognition.  But it goes 
without saying that I hope along the way to have some fun doing so.ó

Rich lives in Lancaster with his wife, Mary, and their two cats Chessie and 
Vanderbilt.  He and his wife love foreign travel and also their summer home in 
the New York Finger Lakes where his pride and joy is a restored classic 1976 
Century Sabre boat.

Dr. John Trussel

Dr. Richard Young




