
 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Interdisciplinary Groups 
for one- or two-year collaborative projects beginning in Fall 2008 

 
 
Funding for interdisciplinary groups will cover expenses directly related to group programming such as travel, 
lodging, and honoraria for invited speakers, performers, or artists; costs of publicity; copying costs for pre-
circulated papers; research assistance to help with programming; costs related to publications ensuing from 
symposia or lecture series; costs of exhibition or performance.  Group programs may be funded for one 
academic year (2008-2009) or for two years (2008-2009 and 2009-2010).  Maximum amount per group per 
year:  $7,500. 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Thursday, November 15, 2007 
Well before the application deadline, the group’s leaders or organizers are required to schedule a meeting with 
the IAH Director to discuss the nature of their group and the proposed activities. 
 
MAXIMUM GRANT AWARD:  $7,500 per year 

ELIGIBIL ITY AND SELECTION CRITERIA: 
The Institute for the Arts and Humanities will consider applications from interdisciplinary groups whose 
programming includes a range of ongoing activities.  Groups whose programming is limited to a single event 
(i.e. a one-time conference/symposium) and groups comprised exclusively of students are not eligible.  Highest 
priority will be given to groups that include representation from the College of Arts and Architecture and from 
the College of the Liberal Arts and from multiple departments, programs, or schools.  Evidence of visibility and 
impact on the campus and in the larger academic community is a strength, as is potential for lasting impact 
through, for example, publication proceeding from lecture series or symposia.  An outreach component is also 
encouraged.  Well before the application deadline, the group’s leaders or organizers are required to schedule a 
meeting with the IAH Director to discuss the nature of their group and the proposed activities.  Groups who 
receive funding from this IAH program must submit at least one application for external funding during their 
grant period.  The Institute will assist the group’s leaders or organizers in identifying appropriate external 
funding sources.  Faculty members participating in interdisciplinary groups remain eligible for other Institute 
programs.  

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Groups should submit a detailed proposal of their planned program, including:  

1) Cover page with the name of the group; title of the program; professorial rank, academic title, and 
contact information of each group leader/organizer; total amount requested (for one or two years). 

2) Description of the program and its significance; information on proposed guests (speakers, performers, 
artists, etc.); proposed outreach within and outside of the Penn State academic community; proposed 
outcome (publication, recording, exhibition, etc.); past record of and/or potential for external grants.  
Maximum length:  5 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font; 8 pages for a two-year program.  



3) Detailed budget (for one or two years), including other sources of support received and other 
applications in process. 

4) Organizational structure: leaders/organizers; advisory board (if applicable); names and department 
affiliations of all faculty and graduate student participants; budgetary home and administration; brief 
curriculum vitae of faculty leaders/organizers. 

5) Letters of support, including:  a) confidential letters from department heads or program directors of 
primary faculty leaders/organizers (to be sent directly to the Institute); b) letters from proposed guests 
stating their interest and potential commitment to the initiative (if applicable); c) other external letters of 
support from non-PSU scholars and/or artists (optional). 

 
Original plus twelve copies of the application must be forwarded to Ihlseng Cottage by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 15, 2007. 

REVIEW: 
Proposals will be evaluated and recommendations made to the Director by the Institute’s Advisory Board.  
Awards will be announced by mid-December.  

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND DISBURSEMENT SCHEDULE: 
The total amount granted will be disbursed in equal installments at the beginning of each semester funded (two 
installments for groups funded for one year; four installments for groups funded for two years).  
Interdisciplinary groups must submit a detailed progress report on their activities and expenditures at the end of 
each funded semester (by December 10 and May 10).  The report should include:  1) overview of programming, 
including sponsored activities, nature and size of audience, and any publications; 2) detailed budget 
expenditures. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 
The Institute must be notified when an exhibition, publication, or other professional accomplishment results 
from a project supported by IAH funds.  Appropriate acknowledgment of the Institute’s support must be given 
in all publicity and publications for sponsored programming. 
 
For a list of previously funded Interdisciplinary Groups, please visit www.research.psu.edu/iah (under “Grants, 
Residencies, and Other Funding Opportunities” ! “Interdisciplinary Groups”). 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information, contact: 

Sue Reighard, Administrative Assistant  
103 Ihlseng Cottage 
University Park, PA 16802 
Tel: (814) 865-0495 
Fax: (814) 863-8349  
E-mail: arts-humanities@psu.edu  
Internet: www.research.psu.edu/iah  
 

 


