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Language Skills:
Bengali, Sanskrit, Hindi, German.

Fellowship:

Coolidge Fellow, 2005 Cross Currents/ARIL Research Colloquium at Columbia University, Union Theological Seminary, Jewish Theological Seminary, and Auburn Theological Seminary.
Organizational Activity: 
Initiated the Religion and Science Lecture Series at Penn State. Supported by Department of History and Religious Studies Program, Schreyer Honors College, The Institute for Arts and Humanities, and the Huck Institutes for the Life Sciences. (Speakers include Fall 2007: Prof. Roald Hoffmann, Cornell University, Spring 2008:  Prof. Margaret Livingstone, Harvard University; Fall 2008: Prof. V. S. Ramachandran, UC, San Diego)
Research Grants:
1. President’s Fund for Undergraduate Research 2006-2007 funded by the College of Liberal Arts. Penn State University, University Park, Pa. 16801.

2. President’s Fund for Undergraduate Research 2007-2008 funded by the College of Liberal Arts. Penn State University, University Park, Pa. 16801.
3. Donald Haag Research Fund in the Humanities 2007-2008 funded by the Department of History and Religious Studies Program. Penn State University, University Park, Pa. 16801.
Publications:

1. Sen, Suchismita. "Shifting Sensibilities and a Bengali Ritual Tale," Asian Folklore Studies, vol. LIV-1, 1995, 69-117.

2. Sen, Suchismita. "Memory, Language and Society in Salman Rushdie's Haroun and the Sea of Stories," Contemporary Literature, 1995, vol. 36, no. 4, 654-675.

3. Sen, Suchismita. "Tagore's Lokashahitya: A Translation and a Critical Discussion," Asian Folklore Studies, vol. LV-1, 1996, 1-47

4. Invited chapter on Rushdie in Sociology of Diaspora. Ed. Ajay Kumar Sahoo. New Delhi: Rawat Publications. 2006
5. Sen, Suchismita. “Speaking across the Chasm: Literature as a Bridge between Science and Religion” in Cross Currents, 2007, vol. 57, no. 1, 84-101.
6. Sen Suchismita. “Religions as Emergent Systems: Making a Case from Literature” submitted to Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, April 2008.
Websites:

Teaching: Design and maintenance of www.worldreligions.psu.edu
Research: Design and maintenance of Science and Religion Research Resources. 
Invited Seminars:

1. “Salman Rushdie and Immigrant Literature” School of Visual Arts, Penn State, University Park, April 3, 2006.

2. “Salman Rushdie’s Literary Magic: A P2C2E (A Process Too Complicated to Explain)?” The Institute for Arts and Humanities, Penn State, University Park, Pa. March 16, 2006.

3. “Hindu Influence on the Life of Pi” Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. September 28, 2005.

4. “Women in Hinduism” Juniata College, Huntingdon. Pennsylvania. January 30, 2005.
5. “Science and Religion in the Religious Studies Classroom.” Cross Currents/Aril Research Colloquium, Columbia University, Union Theological Seminary, Jewish Theological Seminary, and Auburn Theological Seminary. July 5-July 29, 2005
6. “Hindu Unitarians of Nineteenth Century Bengal” Religious Studies Seminar Series. The Pennsylvania State University, February 20, 2003.
7. "East West: Chasing Freedom through Literature." Delaware Valley British Studies Group. March 9, 2002. 

8. "The Structure of a Vratakatha: Is it a Märchen?," Comparative Literature Luncheon, Department of Comparative Literature, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, October, 1991.

9. "The Bengali Tale of Itu," in Odyssey through Literature, WPSU Radio, October, 1991.

Conference Participation:
1) As a Coolidge Fellow, 2005, participated in the Cross Currents/ARIL Research Colloquium at Columbia University, Union Theological Seminary, Jewish Theological Seminary, and Auburn Theological Seminary. July 5-July 29, 2005. 
I presented a paper on “Science and Religion in the Religious Studies Classroom.”

2) Participation in Spiritual Transformation Research Symposium at the University of California, Berkeley. April 5-7. 2006. 

Conference Presentations:

1. "Changing Values, Altered Tales: The Shifting Models of Bengali Girlhood," at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington D.C., April 1995

2. Organizer and chair of the panel "Midnight's Children at Middle Age: Changing Traditions and Emerging Identities in India near the End of the Twentieth Century", at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington D.C., April 1995. 

3. "The Oral tradition in Bengali Children's Rhymes: Tagore's Ideas in Lokashahitya," at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, March, 1994.

4. "Shifting Sensibilities and a Bengali Ritual Tale" at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Los Angeles, California, March, 1993.

5. "Differing Perspectives, Different Cultures: Experiences of an Indian Folklorist in Rural Pennsylvania" at the Annual Meeting of the American Folklore Society, Jacksonville, Florida. October, 1992.

6. "Of Fairies and Women", at Woman as Creator: An Interdisciplinary Approach, Marywood College, Scranton, Pennsylvania. February, 1992.

Book Review: 
1. Vasantotsava: The Spring Festivals of India: Texts and Traditions. By Leona Anderson. Reconstructing Indian History and Culture, no. 4. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd., 1993. xi, 254 pp. for the Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 53, no. 4. 1994.

Experience:
Research
2007-2008
Supervision of undergraduate research projects of Brennan Mosch, and Julia Livingston.

2006-2007
Supervision of undergraduate research projects of Kris Crassweller

1994-92: 

Research Associate, Cultural Conservation Survey, Pennsylvania 



Heritage Affairs Program.

1988:             
Research in Folklore Methodology, University of California at Berkeley. 
Preceptor: Professor Alan Dundes, Department of Anthropology.
1986: 


Research Assistant, Penn State. Supervisor: Professor A. Reyes

Teaching

2005-2006

Design the summer version of World Religion on the web



Undergraduate Advisor for Religious Studies

1994-2005: 

Lecturer, Department of History, Religious Studies Program
Courses: Both resident and on-line versions of World Religions (Rel St 001, Introduction to Hinduism (Rel St 103), Women and Religion (Rel. St 137), Hindu Studies (Rel St 408) 
2004-2005

Author of the web version of World Religions (Religious Studies 001)

2002-2003: 
Lecturer and Undergraduate Advisor, Department of History, and Religious Studies Program

2002
Author of World Religions Resource Site on the Web at http://worldreligions.psu.edu
1996-1999

Lecturer, American Studies. Course: Introduction to 





American Literature (Am St 100)

1992-1994

Instructor, Comparative Literature. Course: Myth and Mythologies
(C Lit 108)  Author and instructor, Independent Learning. Course:  Introduction to Western Literature

1991


Instructor, Comparative Literature. Course: Introduction 




to Western Literature

1989-90


Instructor, Comparative Literature. Course: Myth and 





Mythologies

1986-87
Teaching Assistant, Comparative Literature. Course: Myths and Mythologies.  Instructor, Continuing Education. 
Course: Introduction to Comparative Literature.
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