Vita

Baruch Halpern
Birthplace:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

Current Address:   
Weaver

University Park, PA 16802

Degrees:  Ph.D., Harvard University, 1978, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

M.A., Harvard University, 1976, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

A.B., Harvard College, 1973, Near Eastern Languages and 
Literatures

Current Position:
Chaiken Family Chair in Jewish Studies, Professor of Ancient History, Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies, and Religious Studies, and Fellow, Institute for the Arts and Humanistic Studies, Pennsylvania State University

Graduate Program in Social Thought

Previous Positions:

Director, Jewish Studies Program, Penn State, 1992-1999

Chair in Jewish Studies, Penn State, 1992-2000

Visiting Professor of Biblical Studies (C-4), Hochschule für Jüdische Studien, Heidelberg, and Evangelische-Theologische Fakultät, University of Heidelberg, 1998-1999, and (1999) Institut für Religionswissenschaft, University of Heidelberg

Professor of Humanities, York University, 1/1/1985-92

(Faculty of Graduate Studies, 1989‑92, in Interdisciplinary Studies, York University)

Visiting Professor of History, University of California, San Diego, spring quarter, 1991

Visiting Associate Professor of History, University of California, San Diego, spring quarter 1986

Guest, Institut für die alttestamentliche Theologie, Universität München, 1984‑85

Guest, Institute for Jewish Studies, Hebrew University, 1983‑84

Visiting Lecturer in History, University of California, San Diego, spring quarter, 1979

Lecturer (1976‑78), Assistant Professor (1978‑83), Associate Professor (1983‑86), Division of Humanities, York University, 1976‑86

Teaching Fellow in Old Testament, Harvard Divinity School, 1975‑76

Honours and Awards

Harvard Club of Philadelphia Award, 1970

National Council of Teachers of English Award, 1970

National Merit Scholarship, 1970‑73

Harvard National Scholarship, 1970‑73

A.B. summa cum laude, 1973; Ph.D. dissertation awarded highest honors, 1978

Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter of Massachusetts, 1973

Harvard College Detur Prize for Academic Excellence, 1973

Guest, Institute for Advanced Studies, Hebrew University, 1983‑84, seminar led by Y. Yadin and A. Malamat, "Biblical Israel in the Light of Historical and Archaeological Research"

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow, 1983‑84, at the Albright Institute for Archaeological Research, Jerusalem

Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt‑Stiftung, 1984‑85, University of Munich and University of Heidelberg

(Offered, but refused, fellowships of the American Council of Learned Societies and of the Lady Davis Foundation of the Hebrew University, 1983‑84)

York University Faculty of Arts Leave Fellowship, 1986‑87

Elected member, 1989, The Biblical Colloquium

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 1989

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada General Research Grant, 1989‑90

(Offered, but refused, National Humanities Center fellowship, 1989‑90)

Sabbatical Leave Fellowship, York University, 1990‑91

Director, American Schools of Oriental Research in Canada, 1990-

President-Elect, American Schools of Oriental Research in Canada, 1990

President, American Schools of Oriental Research in Canada, 1991-92

Pennsylvania State University Class of 1933 Award for Distinction in the Humanities, 1997

Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar award, 2002-2003

Frank Moore Cross Award, American Schools of Oriental Research, for David’s Secret Demons as most substantive volume on epigraphy and text in previous two years, 2001

R. B. Y. Scott Award, Canadian Society for Biblical Studies, 5/2002, for David’s Secret Demons (second award for the book, after ASOR’s)

[Offered, but refused, professorship at Heidelberg in Biblical Studies, 1999; Jackman Chair in the Humanities, University of Toronto, 2001; nominated by York University for a Canada Research Chair in Ancient History, 2002]
[Who’s Who, 1996; Dictionary of International Biography, 1998; Who’s Who in the East; Who’s Who in Biblical Scholarship; “International Man of the Millennium” Who’s Who, International Biographical Centre; International Who’s Who of Professionals; 2000 Outstanding Scholars of the 21st Century, 1st ed.; 2000 Outstanding Scholars of the 21st Century Award (1st ed); 1000 Outstanding Americans (all academics); Who’s Who in the 21st Century (1st and 2nd eds.); Eminent People of Today, 1000 Great Scholars; 1000 Great Intellectuals (1st ed.); Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals; Living Legends (most declined)]

