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KUMKUM CHATTERJEE
              EDUCATION:   B.A. ( Honors) in history, Presidency College, Calcutta, 1977
                                    M.A. in History, Calcutta University, 1980

                                    P.h. D in History, Calcutta University, 1989

( Fellowship from the University Grants Commission, Government of India, 1980-1985
POSITIONS HELD :   
2010 –  Professor, Dept. of History, Penn State University    

1997- 2009:  Associate professor, Dept. Of History,

  the Pennsylvania State University

1990-1996: Assistant Prof., Dept. of History, the Pennsylvania

 State University

1989-1990: Lecturer, Dept. of History, the Pennsylvania State 

 University.

1988: Research Assistant to Prof. Stanley Kochanek, Dept.

 of Political Science, Pennsylvania State university

1980-1985: Lecturer, Dept. of History, Presidency College, Calcutta,

 ADDRESS: Dept. of History, The Pennsylvania State University 

                       202 Weaver Building, University park, Pa, 16801

                       Phone: ( Office) 814-863-0081

                                   ( Home)  814-237-7126

                       Fax: 814- 863-7840

                       E-mail: KKC1@PSU.EDU

RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS: Political culture, social & intellectual history of early modern and modern India; British imperialism in India; early modern trade & inter-cultural interaction.
PUBLICATIONS: 

BOOKS:
 Merchants, Politics and Society in Early Modern India. Bihar: 1733-                                                  

 1820, E.J. Brill, 1996

Europe Observed: Multiple Gazes in Early Modern Encounters edited by Kumkum Chatterejee and Clement Hawes, Bucknell University Press, 2008.  
The Cultures of History in Early Modern India: Persianization & Mughal Culture in Bengal ,  Oxford University Press, 2009    
Monograph Project in Progress:    Cultural Frontiers: Cosmopolitanism and State Formation in Mughal India  
This monograph explores the cultural foundations of political power through an exploration of state formation in certain frontier and forested regions of Eastern and North-Eastern India during the 16th to 18th centuries. Based on a range of textual materials ( mainly in Bengali and Sanskrit) as well as musical and other performative traditions, architecture and inscriptions, this book studies the role played by the devotional culture of the (Hindu) Vaishnava sect together with the political culture of the Mughals in facilitating state formation and  social mobility in the frontier tracts of Eastern and North-Eastern India 
ARTICLES :
Forthcoming in Modern Asian Studies,“ Goddess Encounters: The Mughals, Monsters and the Goddess in Bengal”
2010: “Scribal Elites in Sultanate and Mughal Bengal”,  Indian Economic and Social History Review, 47, 4, 2010, pp. 445-472.
2009:  “Cultural Flows and Cosmopolitanism in Mughal India: the Bishnupur Kingdom”,  Indian Economic and Social History Review, 46, 2, 2009, pp. 147-182.
2008 “ The Persianization of Itihasa: Performance Narratives and Mughal   Political Culture in 18th Century Bengal”,  Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 67, no. 1, May 2008, pp. 513-543.
2008:  with Clement Hawes, “Introduction” ( pp. 1-43) in Kumkum Chatterjee and Clement Hawes (eds.), Europe Observed. Multiple Gazes in Early Modern Encounters, Bucknell University Press, 2008.  
2007: Review essay (in Bengali) , “ Bharate Shilpa-Samskritir Patabhumikaye Bishnupurer Mandir Terracota” ( English trans: The Temple Terracottas of Bishnupur in the Context of Indian Art and Culture”) , in Aitihasik, Jan. 2007, pp. 192-196.
2005: “The King of Controversy: History and Nation Making in Late Colonial India”,  American Historical Review , vol. 110, no. 5, Dec. 2005, pp. 1454-1475 (reprinted in Raziuddin Aquil and Partha Chatterjee (eds.), History in the Vernacular, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2008, pp. 107-141)
2005: “Kings, Communities and Chronicles: The Kulagranthas of Bengal”, Studies in History, vol. 21, no. 2, new series, July-Dec. 2005, pp. 173-213.
1999: “Discovering India: Travel, History and Identity in Late 19th and early 20th Century Colonial India” in Daud Ali (ed.), Invoking the Past: The Uses of History in South Asia , Delhi, Oxford University Press.
1998:  “Nature, History and Nationalism: The Travel Narratives of a South Asian Colonial Elite” in The American Journal of Semiotics,12,1-4, Summer 1995 [1998], William Pencak, ed., special issue: “History and Semiotics” 

1998: “ History as Self-Representation:The Recasting of a Political Tradition in Late 18th Century Eastern India”, Modern Asian Studies, 32, 4, 1998

1993: “ Conflict and Collaboration: Bankers and Early Colonial Rule in India”, Indian Economic and Social History Review, 30, 3, 1993.

1993: Bengali language review article: “Abashilpayan Bitarka” (English trans.: “ The Deindustrialization Debate”) in Arun Dasgupta (ed.), Abashilpayan Bitarka.Oupanibeshik Bharate Kutirshilper Abakshay. Aitihasik Bitarka Granthamala (English trans.: The Deindustrialization Debate: The Decline of Cottage Industries in Colonial India. The Problems in Indian History Series), pp 22-48, Dasgupta & Co., Calcutta, 1993.

1992: “Trade and Darbar Politics in the 18th Century Bengal Subah”, Modern Asian Studies, 26, 2, 1992.

1986: “Grain Traders and the East India Company: Patna  and its Hinterland in the Late 18th and Early 19th Centuries”, Indian Economic and Social History Review, 23, 4, 1986 (reprinted in S. Subrahmanyam (ed.), Merchants, Markets and the State in Early Modern                                     India, Oxford University press, 1990).

ARTICLES /RESEARCH   PROJECTS  IN  PROGRESS :
 “ Literature, Language and Cultural Hierarchy, Bengal: 13th to 18th Centuries”.

   A project, provisionally entitled, “ Transcultural Networks in the Indian Ocean, 15th-   18th   centuries” is being planned in collaboration with Prof. Su Fang Ng, Dept. of English, University of Oklahoma. This project will involve a series of inter-disciplinary conference panels and culminate eventually in either an edited volume of essays or, a special issue ina  journal.  

  BOOK REVIEWS: 
Forthcoming:  Reviews of Amiya P. Sen, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya: An Intellectual Biography, Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2008 and David L. Curley, Poetry and History in Bengal: Bengali Mangalkabya and Social Change in Pre-Colonial Bengal, New Delhi, Chronicle Books, 2008, in the Indian Economic and Social History Review  
Forthcoming: Review of Nalini Iyer and Bonnie Zare (eds.), Other Tongues. Rethinking the Language debates in India, Rodopi, Amsterdam, New York, 2009.
2010 : Ritu Birla, Law, Culture and Market Governance in Late Colonial India, Duke University Press, 2009, American Historical Review, 115, 2010, p. 1135.
2007: Sugata Bose, A Hundred Horizons. The Indian Ocean in the Age of Global Empire, Harvard University Press, 2006:  Journal of Interdisciplinary History, vol. xxxviii, Winter 2007, pp. 499-500.
2006: Sumathy Ramaswami, The Lost land of Lemuria. Fabulous Geographies, Catastrophic Histories, University of California Press, 2004,  American Historical Review, 111,1, Feb. 2006, pp. 138-139. 
2005: Sandhya Shukla, India Abroad: Diasporic Cultures of Postwar America and England, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2003, International History Review, Vol. XXVII, March 2005  
2004: Rajat Kanta Ray, The Felt Community. Commonalty and Mentality Before the Emergence of Indian Nationalism, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2003 in the  American Historical Review, April 2004, p. 503.
2004: Prasannan Parthasarathi, The Transition to a Colonial Economy. Weavers, Merchants and Kings in South India, 1720-1800 Cambridge, Cambridge, 2001 in the Journal of Interdisciplinary History, vol. XXXIV: 4, Spring 2004, pp. 678-679.
2002: Ann Laura Stoler, Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power: race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule , Berkeley, 2002 in  Itinerario, vol. xxvii, 2, 2003, pp. 179-181.

2001:Anand A. Yang, Bazar India. Markets, Society & the Colonial State in Bihar, University of California Press, 1998, in the Journal of Imperial & Commonwealth Studies, vol. 29, Jan. 2001.
2000: Rajat Datta, Society, Economy and the Market:Commercialization in Rural Bengal, c. 1760-1800, Manohar Publishers, 2000 in  Journal Of Asian Studies, 

2000: Sudipta Sen, Empire of Free Trade.The East India Company & the Making of the colonial Marketplace, The University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998 in the Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 59, 2000.

1999: Thomas R. Trautman, Aryans and British India, University of California Press, 1997, in Victorian Studies, Spring 1999. 
1998: Sushil Chaudhury, From Prosperity to Decline. Eighteenth Century Bengal,  Manohar publishers, 1995, in the Journal of Asian Studies, 57.1, 1998, pp. 251-252.

1997: Michael N. Pearson, Pilgrimage to Mecca. The Indian Experience, 1500-1800, Marcus Weiner Publishers, 1996, in Religious Studies Review, vol. 23, No. 2, April 1997, p 199.

1995: Deepak Kumar, Science and the Raj, 1857-1905, Oxford University Press, 1995,in the Historian, vol. 59, No. 3, Spring 1997, pp 677-678.

1992: Stephen Blake, Shahjahanabad. The Sovereign City in Mughal India, 1639-1739, Cambridge University Press, 1991 in the Journal of Asian Studies, 51.2 (May 1992): pp 409-410.

1992: Bidyut Chakravarty, Subhas Chandra Bose and Middle Class Radicalism. A study in Indian Nationalism, 1928-40, I. B. Tauris & Company, 1990 in South Asia in Review, 16, combined issue, Aug. 1992, p 49.

1991: Dietmar Rothermund,  Economic History of India, Croom Helm, 1988, in South Asia in Review, 15, 2-3, March 1991, p 48.

PAPERS PRESENTED: 

2011: “The Cultural Investments of Empire: Raja Man Singh in Bengal”, Annual Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Honolulu, March 27-30, 2011.

2011: “ The Goddess’s Festival and the Mughals”, American Historical Association, Annual conference, Jan. 6-8, Boston, 2011. 

2010: “ Literature, Language and Cultural Hierarchy in Bengal, 12th -18th Centuries”, Annual conference of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Association for Asian Studies, Penn State University, University Park, Oct, 2010
2010: “ The King’s Scandals: The Politics of Social Status in 16th Century Bengal” at the Madison, South Asia Conference, Oct. 15-17th , 2010

2010: “ Goddess Encounters: The Mughals, Monsters and the Goddess in Bengal”,  at the annual conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Philadelphia, April, 2010.
2009: “Narratives of Kings From Medieval and Early Modern Bengal” at the annual conference of the Association of Asian Studies, Chicago, April, 2009.
2008: “Cultural Cross-Currents and Cosmopolitanism in 17th and 18th Century South Asia: the Case of Bishnupur”, Association of Asian Studies, Atlanta, April, 2008.

2005: “History and Nation-Making in Early 20th Century India: the case of the Bengal Kulagranthas”, presented at the Madison South Asia Conference, Oct. 2005.
2004:  “Regionalizing an Imperial Culture: Aristocratic Court Culture in Early Modern Bengal”, presented at the Madison South Asia Conference, Oct. 2004.

2004: “The Mughal Tradition and Prose Narratives in Early Modern Bengal”, presented at the Association for Asian Studies, San Diego, March, 2004.

2003: “Kings, Genealogies and Scholars in Early Modern Bengal”, presented at the annual conference of the Association of Asian Studies, New York, March, 2003.

2003: “The King of Controversy: Genealogy, History and the Nation in Late Colonial India”, presented at the luncheon speaker series of the Institute of Arts and Humanities, The Pennsylvania State University, Oct. 2003.

2002: “Understanding India: The Baptist Missionaries in Early Colonial Bengal” presented at the  FEEGI (Forum on European Expansion & Global Interaction) conference, Huntington Library & Museum, Feb. 14-16, 2002.

2001:“History and Mughal Political Culture in 18th Century Bengal”, presented at the annual conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Chicago, March, 2001.

1998:“Pilgrim Narratives, Travel Narratives and History in Late Colonial India”, talk delivered at the annual meeting of the American Historical Association, Seattle, Jan., 1998.

1998: “Negotiating Itihasa/History: Three Texts from 18th Century Bengal”, presented to the Annual South Asia Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Oct, 1998.

  1995: “ History as Self-Representation. The Recasting of a Political Tradition in Late 18th Century Eastern India”, presented at the South Asia Regional studies Conference, University of Wisconsin (Madison), Nov., 1995.

1994: “The Late Mughal Nobility of Eastern India: Perceptions and Problems”, presented at annual meeting of the Association of Asian Studies, Boston, March 1994.

1993: “Haats, Gunges and Political Power: Commerce and Control in Early Colonial Eastern India”, presented at South Asia Regional Studies Conference, University of Wisconsin (Madison), Nov., 1993.

1991:“Weavers and Colonialism in Gangetic Bihar, 1765-1813”, presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of Asian Studies, Lock Haven University, Nov., 1991.

1991:“Weavers and Colonialism in Gangetic Bihar, 1765-1813”, presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of Asian Studies, Lock Haven University, Nov., 1991.

1990:“Merchants and Rulers in Early 18th Century Bengal”, presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of Asian Studies, Rutgers University, Oct, 1990.

1990: “ Property and Power in Early Colonial Calcutta”, paper presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of the Association of Asian Studies, Rutgers University, Oct, 1990.

1989: “Rural Trade and Early Colonial Rule in Gangetic Bihar”, paper presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of the Association of Asian Studies, Georgetown University, Oct, 1989.

1988: “Bankers and Colonial Rule in India: 1757-1830” presented at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Association of Asian Studies, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Nov., 1988.

INVITED TALKS:
2011: “ The Traditions of Historiography in Early Modern Bengal”, at the Dept. of History, Calcutta University, August, 2011.

2011: “ The English East India Company and the Persianate Cosmopolitanism of Mughal India”, workshop on the English East India Company and Political Thought” at Duke University, April 2011.
2010: “ South Asian Society and Mughal Cosmopolitanism: Bengal , 16th-18th Centuries”, at the History Dept, Yale University, October 2010.
2010: “ South Asian Cosmopolitanism in the Early Modern Era”, Workshop on Seaborne Renaissance: Global Exchanges and Religion in the Early Modern World”, sponsored by the Harrington Fellowship, University of Texas, Austin, Feb., 2010.

2009: “The Mughals and the Public Performance of Religion”, Centre for South Asian Studies, Yale University, October, 2009.

2008: “Cultural Trajectories in 17th Century India: the Case of the Bishnupur Kingdom”, at workshop on “Darbar, Daftar. Khanqah and : Writers, Genres and Domains in North India c 1450-1650”, Special session at European Conference of South Asian Studies, University of Manchester.
2008: ‘Scribal Elites in Bengal and Bihar” at the Workshop on “Scribal Cultures in India, c. 1600-1900”, St. Anthony’s College, Oxford, June, 2008.
2007: “Persianized Orientalism:  The East India Company and Its Engagement With the Mughal Past”, at the Centre of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge, Oct. 2007. 

2007: “Early Colonialist Histories and the Arts of Governance”, at the Dept. of History, Viswa Bharati University, Shantiniketan, India, July, 2007.   
2006: “ Negotiating Among Cultures: Historiography and Cultural Plurality in 18th Century Bengal” at the workshop on “ Comparative Study of Literary Cultures at Civilizational frontiers”, Center for South Asian Studies, Rutgers University, May, 2006.
2006: “The Cultural Politics of Prose Writing in Early Modern Bengal” at the Dept. of History, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign , Feb. 2006. 

2006: “ Three Prose Narratives: Mughal Rule and Prose in 17th and 18th Century Bengal”  at the Dept. of South Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago, Jan., 2006.
2004: “ Adisura and the Practice and Imagination of History”, paper presented at the International conference on ‘Histories in the Vernacular”, organized by the Center for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta, Dec. 28-30, 2004.

2004: “ Communities, Kings and Chronicles: the Kulagranthas  of Bengal”, presented to a talk organized by the Dept. of History, Calcutta University, Dec., 2004.

2004: “ The Mangalkabyas and Political Culture in Eastern India”, presented at a talk organized by the American Institute of Indian Studies, Calcutta, Nov., 2004.

2004: “ The Functions of History in a Nationalist Milieu”, paper presented at the Ecole des Haute Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, June, 2004.

2002: “Identity & History: Itihasa & Mughal Political Culture in 18th Century Bengal”, presented at the workshop on “New Perspectives on Region, Religion and Nation”, Harvard University, May, 2002.

2000: “ Itihasa Texts and Zamindari courts in Late 18th Century Bengal”, presented at the seminar series of the Center of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge, November, 2000.

1999: “ Towards A Nationalist Ethnography: Race & Gender in Indian Nationalist Discourse:   Late 19th and 20th Centuries”, presented to workshop on “Race and Gender in South Asian Civil Society”, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, March 27, 1999.

1997: “ Nature, History and Nationalism. The Travel Narratives of a South Asian Colonial Elite”, presented at the Center for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta (India), June, 1997.

1997: “ Uses of the Past: History, Travel and Nationalism in Late Colonial India”, presented  at workshop entitled, “The Place of the Past: The Uses of History in South Asia” organized by the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, London, April, 1997. 
1995:“The Making of a Tradition: The Tarikh Writers of Eastern India”, presented at the Center for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta (India), July, 1995.

1994: “ A View of Our Past : The Reconstruction of a Bureaucratic Tradition in Late 18th Century Eastern India”, paper presented by invitation at  workshop entitled, “ New Perspectives on Early Modern India”, organized by the Center for South Asian Studies, University of Virginia, October, 1994.

1993: “Intimations of Crisis: The Pre-Colonial Indian Literati and its Concepts of History”,  presented at the South Asia Seminar Series, Center of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge, Nov., 1993.

1993: “Poetry, History and the Late 18th Century Inquilab”, presented at  the workshop entitled “Cultural Production and Cultural Change in the Middle East and South Asia, 1500-1800” (organized by the Middle East Studies Center of Harvard University and the South Asia program of the University of Pennsylvania), the University of Pennsylvania, May, 1993.

1990: “Politics and Social Change in Gangetic Bihar: Mid-18th and Early 19th Centuries”, presented at the Khudabaksh Oriental Public Library and Research Institute, Patna, India, July 1990.

RESEARCH GRANTS /FELLOWSHIPS ETC:
2012:  forthcoming: Directeur d’Etudes Invite at the Ecole de Haute Etudes en Sciences Sociales ( Centre d’Etudes de l’Inde et de l’Asie du Sud ), Paris, May-June, 2012.
2011: Resident Fellow, Institute of Arts and Humanities, Penn State University.

2007: Academic Visitor, Centre for South Asian Studies, Cambridge University.

2005: RGSO grant from the college of Liberal Arts, Penn State University.

2004: Senior  Fellowship from the American Institute for Indian Studies 

2003: Resident Fellow, the Institute of Arts and Humanities, Penn State University

2000: Visiting Fellow  Churchill College, Cambridge, U.K.

1997: RGSO grant from the College of Liberal Arts, Penn State University

1995: RGSO grant from the College of Liberal Arts, Penn State University

1995: Kent Forster Award, Dept. of History, Penn State University

1993: Dorothy W. Gilpatrick Endowed Faculty Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts, Penn State University

1993: Kent Forster Award, History Dept., Penn State University

1992: Travel to Collections Award, National Endowment for the Humanities

1992: Research Grant from the Institute of Arts and Humanistic Studies, Penn State University. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY:
“Contemporary India: Achievements and Challenges”, talk delivered by invitation at program entitled, “Opening Windows on Asia”, organized by the Central Pennsylvania Collaborative for International Education, Juniata College, Huntingdon (Pa), Oct., 1990.

Speaker at symposium entitled, “ Asian-American Undergraduate students at Penn State: Problems of Cultural Integration”, organized by the Penn State Asian-American Student Federation, March, 1995.

Conducted Workshop on “Teaching South Asian History” (organized by the South Asia Council of the Association of Asian Studies) at the South Asia Regional Conference, 

University of Wisconsin (Madison), Nov., 1995.

Reading and evaluating fellowship proposals for the American Institute of Indian Studies: 2004-06.

Reading and Evaluating proposals for the ACLS/Mellon Pre-Dissertation Fellowships, 2009-2010.
REFEREEING ACTIVITIES:
Refereed  monograph submissions for the Oxford University Press, Curzon Press, Routledge  etc. and submissions of articles to Comparative Studies in Society and History,  Journal of Asian Studies,  Journal of Social History,  Agricultural History , Journal of South Asian Diaspora,  Eighteenth Century Studies , South Asia etc.
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:
American Institute of Indian Studies

Association of Asian Studies

American Historical Association.

Forum on European Expansion & Global Interaction

OFFICES HELD IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:
Vice-President, American Institute of Indian Studies (2004-05) 

Member of the Board of Trustees of the American Institute of Indian Studies ( A.I.I.S.), 2001-

Member of the Executive Committee, American Institute of Indian Studies, 2002-2005.
Chair,  Nominating Committee, Forum on European  Expansion & Global Interaction (FEEGI), 2002-04.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
