A Religious Studies Major shall have acquired the following skills and perspectives upon graduation:

· Understanding of and appreciation for the phenomenon of religion as it pervades the history and the present of human societies all over the world;
· General understanding of the major world religious traditions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism, their major texts, ritual practices, histories and their conceptions of the world;

· Concentrated knowledge of a specific tradition and thorough familiarity with its major texts, ideas and practices;

· Ability to read, analyze and explain religious narratives in a sensitive, critical and comparative manner;

· Ability to write about religious traditions in a way that demonstrates mastery of primary sources and judicious use of secondary sources, and ability to discuss and defend one’s own ideas in oral and written forms;
· Appreciation for the ways in which modernity in its various guises—science, secularism, democracy, technology and so on—changes our understanding of religion and religions’ self-perception;

· Appreciation for religious history, text and practice as part of the rich cultural inheritance of humankind, and therefore the acceptance of religious toleration as a governing worldview. 
Measurements:

· Collection of data on the number of Honors students and Paterno Fellows students in Religious Studies; average GPA of majors; rate of participation in study abroad; frequency of double-majors; number of external and extra-departmental awards, scholarships and other honors; 

· Tracking students’ post-undergraduate educational achievements, such as admission to graduate school, law school, medical school, business school and other academic institutions;

· Tracking students’ post-undergraduate employments;

· Exit interviews designed to gain a concrete sense of students’ own evaluation and perception of the worth and value of their education in Religious Studies, with specific regard to reading, writing, oral articulation, critical discernment, knowledge of world religions in general, and understanding of various religious traditions in selected countries, cultures and peoples in particular;

