Graduate Studies Emphasis:  “Religion in History”

The History Department at Penn State is unusual in its close relationship with units primarily engaged in the study of religion, respectively the programs in Religious Studies and Jewish Studies. Many faculty members hold joint appointments with these units, as well as with Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies; while others work in the general area of the historical study of religion.


Our strictly historical perspective, though it allows for comparative work, emphasizes the development of religious traditions—and of breaks from tradition—in national and international contexts. Our faculty study various historical periods, including the ancient Mediterranean world and Near East; Europe and the Mediterranean world in the medieval and early modern ages; as well as modern North America and Europe. We have particular strengths in the study of Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and Chinese traditions. Though our faculty members work on a wide variety of topics, certain themes recur frequently in our publications and teaching. These include:
· issues of conversion, religious change and proselytism;
· the role of the state and the legal apparatus in creating and enforcing religious   orthodoxy;
· the shaping of orthodoxies and authoritative canons;
· the role of religion as an catalyzing force in social and political movements.

Our interests and activities overlap closely with the other major thematic areas of the History graduate program, namely women and gender history; African and African-American studies; and comparative colonialisms.


Penn State’s resources in the study of religion also include active scholars and researchers in the Departments of Sociology, English, Art History, African and African American Studies, German, Comparative Literature, Philosophy, and others.
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COURSES AND PUBLICATIONS BY FACULTY MEMBERS:
David Atwill

Courses taught:

· Hist597: “Islam’s Orient.” 
Relevant Publications: 

· “Holy Culture Wars: Patterns of Ethno-Religious Violence in 19th and 20th Century China.” In James Wellman, ed., Belief and Bloodshed: Religion and Violence Across Time and Traditions. Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.
· The Chinese Sultanate: Islam, Ethnicity and the Panthay Rebellion in Southwestern China, 1856-1873. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006.
· “Blinkered Visions: Islamic Identity, Hui Ethnicity, and the Panthay Rebellion in Southwest China, 1856-1874.” Journal of Asian Studies 62.4(2003).
 
Erica Brindley

Courses taught:
· Rel St 497: “Cosmology, Religion, and Science in Pre-modern China”

Relevant Publications:
· “Music and Cosmos in the Development of ‘Psychology’ in Early China,” T’oung Pao 92.1-3 (2006), 1-49.
· “Human Agency and the Ideal of Shang Tong (Upward Conformity) in Early Mohist Writings,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 34.3 (September 2007), 409-425.
· “Sound Phenomena: The Cosmic Power of Sound in Late Warring States and Han Texts,” Journal of Chinese Religions 35 (2007), 1-35.
Jonathan Brockopp

Courses taught: 
· HIST 497/Hist302: “Cairo: Microcosm of the Islamic World”
· RLST/WMST/HIST 597; “Feminism and Islam” 
· RLST 497: “Islam in Africa”
· RLST/GRM/WMST/HIST 597: “Muslim Dialogues” 
Relevant Publications:
· Muslim Medical Ethics: From Theory to Practice.  Co-editor with Thomas Eich. Columbia:  University of South Carolina Press, 2008.
· Early Mālikī Law: Ibn cAbd al-Hakam and his Major Compendium of Jurisprudence.  Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000.
· “Islam and Bioethics beyond Abortion and Euthanasia” Journal of Religious Ethics 23.1 (2008): 3-12.
· “Theorizing Charismatic Authority in Early Islamic Law” Comparative Islamic Studies 1.2 (2005): 129-58.
· “The Minor Compendium of Ibn cAbd al-Hakam (d. 214/829) and its reception in the early Mālikī school.” Islamic Law and Society 12.2 (2005): 149-81.
B Halpern
Courses taught:
· Hist/CAMS/JST/RelSt/Phil424h: “The Dawn of Monotheism
· HIST 505, “The Bible and History”
· Seminars either not listed or taught to an agglomeration of students taking as 597 or 596:  the chronology of the ancient world: “the age of Amarna;” “Ugaritic ritual and prose;” “Phoenician epigraphs;” “Northwest Semitic epigraphy
Relevant Publications:
· David’s Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.
· “The Assyrian Astronomy of Genesis 1 and the Birth of Milesian Philosophy" Eretz Israel 27 (Fs. Hayim and Miriam Tadmor) (2003) 85-89. 
· “Fallacies Intentional and Canonical: On Metalogical Confusion in the Interpretation of Sacred Texts.”  In Joyce Rilett Wood, John E. Harvey, and Mark Leuchter, eds., From Babel to Babylon: Essays on Biblical History and Literature in Honour of Brian Peckham. LHBOTS 445. New York/London: T & T Clark International/Continuum, 2006.  Pp. 3-25
· “Biblical Versus Greek Historiography: A Comparison.” In Erhard Blum, William Johnstone and Christoph Markschies, eds., Das Alte Testament: ein Geschichtsbuch?  Beiträge des Symposiums “Das Alte Testament und die Kultur der Moderne” anlässlich des 100 Geburtstag Gerhard von Rads. Altes Testament und Moderne 10; Münster: LIT, 2005. Pp. 101-127.
· From Gods to God: the Social and Political Dynamics of Iron Age Cosmologies.  Forthcoming in Forschungen zum Alten Testament, Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck.  
Paul Harvey

Courses taught:
· HIST 504: “Roman History: Ancient Italic Religions”
· GREEK 596: “Septuagint and Josephus” 

· CAMS 400W: “Romans and Christians”
· GREEK 496: “Gospel of Mark” 
Relevant Publications:
· (with Gary N. Knoppers), “The Pentateuch in Ancient Mediterranean Context: The Publication of Local Lawcodes.” In G. N. Knoppers & B. M. Levison, eds., The Pentateucvh as Torah. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns 2007. Pp.105-141.

· “Religion and Memory at Pisaurum.” In C. E. Schultz & P.B. Harvey, Jr., eds., Religion in Republican Italy. Yale Classical Studies 33. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2006. Pp. 117-136.

· “Jerome dedicates his vita Hilarionis.” Vigiliae Christianae 59(2005):286-97

· “A Traveler from an Antique Land: Sources, context, and dissemination of the hagiography of Mary the Egyptian.” In G. N. Knoppers & A. Hirsch, eds., Egypt, Israel and the Ancient Mediterranean World: Studies in Honor of Donald B. Redford. Leiden & Boston: Brill 2004. Pp. 479-99.  

· (With Gary N. Knoppers), “Omitted and Remaining Matters: On the names given to the book of Chronicles in antiquity.” Journal of Biblical Literature 121(2002):227-43.

Ronnie Hsia

Courses taught:
· Hist515:  “Society and Religion in Early Modern Europe”
· Hist497c/Rlst497A:  “Christianity and Buddhism in Ming China”

Relevant Publications:
· Editor. Cambridge History of Christianity. Vol. 6: Reform and Expansion 1500-1660. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 2008.
· Noble Patronage and Jesuit Missions. Rome, 2006.
· World of Catholic Renewal 1540-1770, 2nd rev. ed. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2005.
· Editor. A Companion to the Reformation World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.

Ben Hudson
Courses taught:
· Hist509: “Medieval History”
· Hist511: “Medieval Britain”
Relevant Publications:
· Irish Sea Studies: A.D. 900-1200. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2006. (especially chapters 8, “The practical hero,” and 12 “Gaelic Princes and Gregorian Reform.”)
· Viking Pirates and Christian Princes; Dynasty, Religion, and Empire in the North Atlantic. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
· Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: British Academy and Oxford University Press, 2004-6): "Dúnán I, bishop" (XVII, 199-200); “Dub-dá-Leithe, abbot of Armagh" (XVII, 9-10); and "Fáelán  Amlabar (St. Fillan) revised" (XVIII, 886).
· “Time is Short: the eschatology of the early Gaelic Church.” In Caroline Bynum and Paul Freedman, eds., Last Things; Death and the Apocalypse in the Middle Ages. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000.
· “Kings and Church in Early Scotland.” Scottish Historical Review 73(1994):145-70. 
Philip Jenkins

Courses taught:
· RLST/HIST560: “American Catholics: Roman Catholicism in Twentieth Century America”
Relevant Publications:
· The Lost History of Christianity. San Francisco: HarperOne, forthcoming Fall 2008.
· God's Continent: Christianity, Islam and Europe's Religious Crisis. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 340 pages.
· The New Faces of Christianity: Believing the Bible in the Global South. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 252 pages.
· Dream Catchers: How Mainstream America Discovered Native Spirituality. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 306 pages.
· The Next Christendom: The Rise of Global Christianity. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002. 270 pages. (A second expanded edition was published by Oxford in 2007. 316 pages.)

Gary Knoppers

Courses Taught:
· CAMS596: “The Deuteronomistic Historical Work and Israelite History”
· CAMS/RLST/JST597A: “Studies in Biblical Exegesis”
· CAMS/RLST/JST597B: “Biblical Literature in the Persian and Early Hellenistic Periods”
· CAMS/RLST/JST597: “The Hebrew Bible and Its Early and Modern Interpreters” 
Relevant Publications:
· I Chronicles 1-9 (Anchor Bible 12). New York: Doubleday, 2004. Pp. xxii + 514.
· I Chronicles 10-29 (Anchor Bible 12A). New York: Doubleday, 2004.  Pp xxii + 531.
· Edited with Antoine Hirsch. Egypt, Israel, and the Ancient Mediterranean World: Festschrift Donald B. Redford . Probleme der Ägyptologie 20. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2004. Pp viii + 524 (and 68 pages of figures and plates).
· Edited with Oded Lipschits and Rainer Albertz. Judah and the Judeans in the Fourth Century. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2007. Pp. xii + 423.
· Edited with Bernard M. Levinson. The Pentateuch as Torah: New Models for Understanding Its Promulgation and Acceptance. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2007. Pp.  xvi + 352.
Tijana Krstic


Courses taught:
· RLST/GRM/WMST/HIST 597: “Muslim Dialogues”

Relevant Publications:
· “Illuminated by the Light of Islam and the Glory of the Ottoman Sultanate: Self-Narratives of Conversion to Islam in the Age of Confessionalization.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 51.1(forthcoming January 2009)
· “How to Read Ottoman Soldiers' Stories: ‘Syncretism,’  ‘Anti-syncretism’ and Conversion to Islam in Fifteenth-Century Ottoman Rumeli,” Turkish Studies Association Journal 29.1-2 (forthcoming Fall 2008).
Mark Munn

Courses taught:
· CAMS/History/RelSt 597c: “Ancient Mediterranean Religions: A Greek Perspective”
Relevant Publications:
· The Mother of the Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in Ancient Religion. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. 
· “Kybele as Kubaba in a Lydo-Phrygian Context.” In Billie Jean Collins, Mary Bachvarova, and Ian Rutherford, eds., Anatolian Interfaces: Hittites, Greeks and Their Neighbors: Proceedings of an International Conference on Cross-Cultural Interaction, September 17-19, Carlos Museum, Emory University, Oxbow Press. Forthcoming.
· “Earth and Water: The Foundations of Sovereignty in Ancient Thought.” In Cynthia Kosso and Anne Scott, eds., The Nature and Function of Water, Baths, Bathing, and Hygiene, from Antiquity through the Renaissance. Leiden: Brill. Forthcoming.
On-cho Ng
Courses taught:
· RLST 497: “Religious Dimensions of Confucianism”

· HIST484: “History of Chinese Thought”
Relevant Publications: 
· Cheng-Zhu Confucianism in the Early Qing: Li Guangdi (1642-1718) and Qing Learning. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2001.
· Editor. The Imperative of Understanding: Chinese Philosophy, Comparative Philosophy, and Onto-Hermeneutics. New York: Global Scholarly Publications, 2008.
· “The Ethics of Being and Non-Being: Confucian Contestations on Human nature (Xing) in Late Imperial China.” In Youru Wang, ed., Deconstruction and the Ethical in Asian Thought. London and New York: Routledge, 2007. Pp. 97-112.
· “Affinity and Aporia: A Confucian Engagement with Gadamer’s Hermeneutics.”  In Ching-I Tu, ed., Interpretation and Intellectual Change: Chinese Hermeneutics in Historical Perspective. New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers at Rutgers University, 2005. Pp. 297-310.
· “Trans-cultural Reading: Zhu Xi’s Classical Exegesis and Hermeneutic Ultimacy.” Zhongguo zhexue yu wenhua (中國哲學與文化 Journal of Chinese Philosophy and Culture), forthcoming.
William Pencak

Courses taught:
· Hist 540: “Early America”
· Hist 502: “Historiography”
· History 421American Jewish
Relevant Publications: 
· Jews and Gentiles in Early America, 1654-1800. Ann arbor: University of Michigan, 2005. (Runner up, National Book Award in American Jewish History)
Matthew Restall 

Courses taught:

History 569: “Colonial Latin America”

Relevant Publications:
· Editor and translator with Lisa Sousa and Kevin Terraciano. Mesoamerican Voices: Native-Language Writings from Central Mexico, Oaxaca, Yucatan, and Guatemala.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.
· Co-edited with Susan Kellogg. Dead Giveaways: Indigenous Testaments of Colonial Mesoamerica and the Andes.  Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1998.
· Maya Conquistador.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1998. 
Gregg Roeber

Courses taught:
· Hist302W: “Mysticism, Science and Magic” 
· RLST440Y: “Introduction to Orthodox Christianity”
· Hist440: “Europe and Age of Absolutism”
Relevant Publications:
· Editor, Ethnographies and Exchanges: Native Americans, Moravians, and Catholics in Early North America. University Park, PA, 2008. 
· "Western, Eastern, or Global Orthodoxy? Some Reflections on St. Augustine of Hippo in Recent Literature." Pro Ecclesia: A Journal of Catholic and Evangelical Theology XVI(April 2008):222-235.

· "The Limited Horizons of Whig Religious Rights." In Barry Shain, ed., The Nature of Rights at the American Founding and Beyond. Charlottesville, 2007. Pp. 198-229.

· "The Law, Religion, and State-Making in the Early Modern World: Protestant Revolutions in the Works of Berman, Gorski, and Witte," Law & Social Inquiry 31:1(Winter 2006):199-227.
· "Old Wine in New Skins? Multiconfessionalism and the Atlantic World in the Work of Hermann Wellenreuther." In Claudia Schnurmann and Hartmut Lehmann, eds., Atlantic Understandings: Essays on European and American History in Honor of Hermann Wellenreuther. Hamburg, 2006. Pp. 441-460.
Annie Rose
Courses taught:
· Hist560: “Topics in American Religion (The Roots of Modern American Religion:  The Nineteenth Century)”
· Rel St/Jewish Studies 412:  “American Judaism”
· Rel St422:  “Religion and American Culture”
· Rel St497A:  “Religious Doubt”

Relevant Publications:
· Psychology and Selfhood in the Segregated South. Chapel Hill:  University of North Carolina Press, spring 2009.
· Beloved Strangers:  Interfaith Families in Nineteenth-Century America. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.
· “’Race Speech’ – ‘Culture Speech’ – ‘Soul Speech’:  The Brief Career of Social Science Language in American Religion during the Fascist Era.” Religion and American Culture 14 (2004):83-108.
· “The Jewish 'Race' in America:  Racial Language in Jewish-American Prose, 1890-1920.” In Shlomo Berger, Aubrey Pomerance, Andrea Schatz, Emile Schrijver, eds., Speaking Jewish- Jewish Speak: Multilingualism in Western Ashkenazic Culture. Studia Rosenthaliana, vol. 36 (2002-2003). Leuven:  Peeters, 2003. Pp. 239-52.
· “Some Private Roads to Rome:  The Role of Families in American Victorian Conversions to Catholicism.” Catholic Historical Review 85 (1999):35-57.
Gonzalo Rubio

Courses Taught:
· CAMS490: “Sumerian” 
· CAMS597: “Hittite”

Relevant Publications:
· “Dagan,” “Drama: Ancient Near Eastern ritual drama. Further considerations,” and “Philistine Religion.” In Encyclopedia of Religion. Lindsay Jones, ed. 2nd ed. Detroit: Macmillan, 2004, vol. 4, pp. 2125-2127; vol. 4, pp. 2444-2446; vol. 10, pp. 7101-7105.
· “Sumerian literature.” In C.S. Ehrlich, ed., From an antique land: And introduction to ancient Near Eastern literature. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2009. Pp. 11-75.
· “Sumerische Literatur,” in the new edition of the Kindlers neues Literaturlexikon. Munich: Kindler Verlag. In press.
· “Gods and scholars: Mapping the pantheon in Early Mesopotamia.” In Beate Pongratz-Leisten, ed., Reconsidering “Revolutionary Monotheism.” Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns. In press.

 
Nina Safran

Courses taught:
· Hist/RLST 471Y: “Islamic Civilization” 

· Hist 473: “Modern Middle East”
Relevant Publications:
· "The Sacred and Profane in Islamic Cordoba." Comparative Islamic Studies 1(2005):21-41.
· "Rules of Purity and Confessional Boundaries: Maliki Debates about the Pollution of ‘the Christian’." History of Religions 42(2003):197-212.
· "Identity and Differentiation in Ninth-Century al-Andalus." Speculum 76(2001):573-598.
· "Ceremony and Submission: The Symbolic Representation and Recognition of Legitimacy in Tenth Century al-Andalus." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 58(1999):191-201.
· "The Command of the Faithful in al-Andalus: A Study in the Articulation of Caliphal Legitimacy." International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 30(1998): 183-198.
Greg Smits

Course taught:

· HIST480: “Medieval Japan”

Relevant Publications:
· “Ambiguous Boundaries: Redefining Royal Authority in the Kingdom of Ryukyu.”  Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 60.1(June, 2000):89-123. 
· “Shaking Up Japan: Edo Society and the 1855 Catfish Picture Prints.” Journal of Social History 39.4 (Summer, 2006):1045-1077.
Cathy Wanner

Courses taught:
· RLST 400: “Theories of Religion”

Relevant Publications:
· Communities of the Converted: Ukrainians and Global Evangelism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2007.
· Co-edited with Mark Steinberg, Religion, Morality and Community in Post-Soviet Societies. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2008.
· “Locating Home:  Religion and Refugee Migration from Soviet Ukraine to the U.S. after World War II.” Canadian Slavonic Studies.  Forthcoming.
· “Conversion and the Mobile Self: Evangelicalism as ‘Traveling Culture’.” In Mathijs Pelkmans, ed., Conversion after Socialism: Disruptions, Modernisms, and Technologies of Faith.  London:  Berghahn. Forthcoming 2009.
· “Missionaries and Pluralism:  How the Law Changed the Religious Landscape in Ukraine.” In Larissa Z. Onyshkevysh and Maria G. Rewakowicz, eds., Contemporary Ukraine on the European Cultural Map. Armonk, NY:  M.E. Sharpe, 2008.
